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Propositions to accompany the dissertation 
The effects of environmental and individual quality on reproductive 
performance  
A case study on blue tits 
Seyed Mehdi Amininasab 
1- Nest-site occupancy in the long-term can be a simple and reliable 
predictor of habitat preference and quality (This thesis, Chapter 2). 
2- The proportion of deciduous trees and the density of English oak trees, 
particularly mature trees appear to be good predictors of high quality 
habitats for blue tits (This thesis, Chapter 2). 
3- Differential tree logging has contrasting effects on blue tit reproduction 
and should be considered in forest management (This thesis, Chapter 3). 
4- The age and quality of the male partner may be of little importance for 
reproductive performance traits that are under direct female control (This 
thesis, Chapter 4). 
5- The patterns of incubation behaviour and incubation feeding are related to 
both environmental and individual characteristics, which can facilitate 
new insights to the study of avian incubation energetics and parental care 
(This thesis, Chapter 5). 
6- Male incubation feeding rate is adjusted to the needs of the incubating 
female, rather than facilitating an overall improvement of reproduction 
(This thesis, Chapter 6).   
7- The environment is everything that is not me (Albert Einstein, 1879-1955).    
8- Do not hate what you do not know, for the greater part of knowledge 
consists of what you do not know (Ali ibn Abi Talib, the first of the Shi'a 
Imams, 599- 661 AD). 
9- There was a door to which I found no key; there was the veil through 
which I might not see (Omar Khayyám, Persian mathematician, 
astronomer, philosopher, and poet, 1048-1131). 
10- Have patience. All things are difficult before they become easy (Saadi 
shirazi, Persian poet, 1210-1291). 
 
